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Fraserburgh Parish Council Register of the Poor entry for Mina 
Walker or Henderson, 7 September 1914

Fraserburgh Parish Council Register of Applications for Poor Relief; Entry for Mina Walker or Henderson, 29 August 1914

Letter from Huntly Parish Council to the Aberdeen County 
Clerk asking about the existence of a Soldiers & Sailors  
Families Association in Aberdeen, 1 September 1914

Turriff Parish Council Minute Entry regarding Elizabeth Jamieson Wilson or Connon, 2 September 1918
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Death notification of Private James Dingwall, 25 April 1917

Papers concerning support for the wife of  Private James Dingwall

Papers concerning support for the wife of  Private James Dingwall

Papers concerning support for the wife of  Private James Dingwall
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Rosehearty Relief Fund Committee Minute of meeting about addressing 
the effect of fishing restrictions on the town, 17 September 1914

Letter from Rosehearty Town Clerk to the Aberdeen County 
Clerk regarding the effect of fishing restrictions on the town's 
ability to contribute to charity, 11 August 1914
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Letter from Monquhitter Parish Council to the Aberdeen County Clerk asking who is entitled to help from the National Relief Fund 
(also known as the Prince of Wales Relief Fund), 20 April 1915
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Letter to the Aberdeen County Clerk regarding the 
provision of work to relieve unemployed fishing workers, 
21 November 1914

Letter from the NE Scotland Division of the Motor Trade Association 
to the Aberdeen County Clerk asking if the law will be relaxed to 
allow boys to be employed as drivers, 31 January 1918

Extract Minute of the Garioch District Committee 
regarding shortage of farm labour, 13 November 1915
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Extract from A Stranger On The Bars by Christian Watt Marshall   pp93-95

The Declaration of War was posted up on the Town Cross in Saltoun Square. Many thought 
it would be over by Christmas.

The fishing ended there and then, and John Ewen paid us what we were due. As they nailed 
up the shutters on the fishworkers’ huts they were nailing the shutters on a golden age. My 
father, at the age of 56, joined the navy the following day with my brother Andrew.

..I got a job down in Lowestoft with Kirsten and Margaret, learning to kipper at Stirk’s. . 
We could no longer take a walk around town at night, the shop windows were now in total 
darkness. Everything was blacked out. A wifie on the street shouted to us to take shelter as 
the ‘Zepps’ were over. We didn’t know what ‘Zepps’ were but we very soon found out !  A 
pub called the Norfolk at the end of London Road was bombed and some civilian folk were 
killed.

We all went home for Hogmanay but travelling was a nightmare in the blackout. Our 
apprentice coopers “Curly” Crawford and “Scrow” Dingwell joined the army. We had 
embroidered cards from them a few weeks before they died in the Flanders mud.

Bread and flour became very scarce in 1915 and pressure was put on the Government to 
control the production of drink. Lloyd George was very worried about feeding the nation 
and almost got the Government to pass total prohibition.

..Rationing was enforced as food became more scarce. Each week we were allowed a half 
pound of sugar, 2 ounces of tea, 2 ounces of cheese, 5 ounces of butter or margarine, a 
shilling’s worth of butcher’s meat, a bar of washing soap and a bar of face soap. Folk were 
so undernourished it was no wonder that bad flu broke out at the end of the War.

We had intended to return to Lowestoft but had to register for work of national importance. 
Food production was in that class. ..Kirsten and I were given the choice between work at 
the munitions factory or Keiller’s Foods in Dundee. We plumped for the latter. ..Dundee 
was a completely new experience for the people of the North East fishing and farming 
communities. We saw a lot of bow legged undernourished bairns.. and many families lived 
in just one or two rooms.

Mearns Leader 11 June 1915
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Circular letter from Road Stone Control Committee requesting the 
names of all workmen in the localities, 28 January 1918 

Garioch District Response to Circular letter from Road Stone 
Control Committee requesting names of workmen in the district, 
c. February 1918

Inverurie District Response to Circular letter from Road Stone Control Committee requesting names of workmen in the district, 
c. February 1918
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Letter from James Dingwall Fordyce to the Aberdeen County Clerk regarding the 
possibility of women involved in fishing retraining for other work, 19 April 1915

Stonehaven Journal 29 March 1917
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Mackie Academy Admission Register showing school enrolments in August 1912, and their later reasons for leaving
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Letter from the Great North of Scotland Railway 
Company to the Aberdeen County Clerk 
offering a room for sorting out alternative 
employment for fishing workers, 
31 December 1914 

Stonehaven Journal 16 August 1917
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Extract Minute of the Garioch District Committee 
regarding shortage of farm labour, 13 November 1915 
(page 2)

Petition of Aberdeen County Council staff for a wages 
increase, 11 December 1916

Letter from Peterhead Sheriff Clerk Depute to the Aberdeen County 
Clerk regarding a possible increase in the Court House Keeper's 
wages, 2 October 1918
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Stonehaven Journal 16 August 1917 Aberdeen Journal

Letter from CO of "S" Squadron 2/2nd Regiment, Scottish Horse, to 
William Urquhart regarding Trooper Urquhart's demobilisation for 
farm labour work 20 October 1915
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Letter from Aberdeen County Clerk to the CO of "S" Squadron 2/2nd Regiment, Scottish Horse, regarding 
Trooper Urquhart's demobilisation for farm labour work

Letter from CO of "S" Squadron 2/2nd Regiment, Scottish Horse, 
to the Aberdeen County Clerk regarding Trooper Urquhart's 
demobilisation for farm labour work 30 October 1915

Letter from Trooper Urquhart regarding demobilisation 
for farm labour work, October 1915


